
School aged  children  living  in AHF communities enjoyed nutri-
tious lunches provided by AHF during their spring breaks this 
past March.  Resident service staff and other community partners 
bought and served lunches to over 2,000 children!  Several com-
munities combined  additional services with the lunches to better 
serve the needs of the children.  Oklahoma City kids also re-
ceived poison prevention materials and instruction along with 
their lunches.  AHF kids in Austin had nutrition information, 
activities, and games tucked into their lunches.  In addition, the Multi-housing Out-
reach Ministry assisted in the distribution of lunches and hosted “Kid’s Clubs” at sev-
eral Amarillo communities.  American Housing Foundation would like to express our 
appreciation to all who helped  make this program a fulfilling and successful one for 
all of the kids at our communities! 

S P R I N G  BR E A K  L U N C H  P R O G R A M  

A recent resident survey at Santa Maria Village in Austin revealed an enormous need 
for English as a Second Language (ESL) instruction.  In response to that need, AHF 
and the Santa Maria Village Neighborhood Learning Center are pleased to announce a 
new partnership with Literacy Austin, a non-profit organization dedicated to providing 
basic literacy and ESL instruction to adults.  As of March 19th, Literacy Austin is now 
providing ESL classes onsite at the learning center to approximately 20 adults.  Stu-
dents must attend an orientation, complete an English assessment, and a commit to 
attending a 2 hour class twice weekly.  Literacy Austin evaluates and monitors their pro-
gress to ensure they are receiving instruction at an appropriate level.  Currently, they are 
providing both level 1/beginner and level 4/advanced classes.  Components of the 
class include vital skills such as searching for a job, filling out job applications, writing a 
resume, and interviewing skills.  Along with classroom space and support, AHF is pro-
viding textbooks, individual workbooks, and picture dictionaries.  According to Ben-
ziger, the Volunteer Coordinator of Literacy Austin, “The ESL classes at Santa Maria 
are taking off like wildfire!”  Literacy Austin is now in the process of training more tu-
tors to provide new evening classes for residents who are currently on a waiting list.  In 
addition, AHF and Literacy Austin are discussing opening additional Basic Adult Edu-
cation classes at  Fairway Village. 

Special points of 

interest: 

  Jr. Finance, whose 
motto is “Save then 
Play” is coming to 
some of our com-
munities this sum-
mer to teach kids 
about financial re-
sponsibility.  We will 
keep you updated as 
the camps get closer. 

 The Rose, a non-
profit breast health 
care center will be 
visiting our Houston 
communities soon 
to provide informa-
tion to the residents 
about breast cancer.   

AHF Partners with Literacy Austin 
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Chaplain Anthony Pennington and his wife Mary feel 
very privileged to have had the opportunity this past 
winter to provide tutoring for children from Somalia.  
The weather had been very cold and the kids were hav-
ing to catch the bus before it was daylight.  Once the 
kids found out that they could catch the bus at Green-

tree Village, they became regulars.  Anthony and Mary began to help them with multi-
plication, long division, and reading.  “It was fun to watch them learn and occasionally 
enjoy a morning snack,” said Mr. Pennington.   

“Since Mohamed and Mumina started coming to morning tutoring, others have joined 
them and we have seen as many as 15 children waiting to catch the bus from our living 
room.  They are from almost every ethnic background and I hope they have gotten to 
know each other better.  With the children becoming friends, hopefully it will help their 
parents become more involved in this great apartment community,”  said Mr. Penning-
ton.  AHF is delighted to hear about the wonderful things the Pennington’s are doing 
for Greentree Village and the children whose lives they are touching in an amazing way.  
Thank you! 

In accordance with the Santa Maria Village Neighborhood Learning Center’s Designa-
tion as a HUD Neighborhood Network Center, Marisa Connaughton-Espino, technical 
assistance coordinator with Neighborhood Networks, met with center staff for a 3 day 
site visit.  The focus of the visit was for Marisa to tour the facility and property, to pro-
vide technical training and support, and to present the center with a Preliminary Action 
Plan.  Training sessions covered topics such as stakeholder’s goals and objectives, or-
ganizational development, workforce development needs, program assessment, identifi-
cation of potential community partners, and training on the HUD START electronic 
tracking and evaluation tool.  The partnership between AHF and HUD through 
Neighborhood Networks will continue to provide the center and its staff with addi-
tional resources to ensure the success of the center. 

G R E E N T R E E  V I L L A G E  W I N T E R  T U TO R I N G  

H U D  S I T E  V I S I T  

D E N TA L  H E A LT H  M O N T H  P R O G R A M S  

February was National Dental Health Month.  The CDC states that more than one-
fourth of U.S. children aged 2-5 and half of all U.S. children aged 12-15 are affected by 
tooth decay.  They also say that low-income children are the hardest hit, with almost 
50% of those aged 6-19 having untreated decay.  Untreated cavities can cause pain, dys-
function, absence from school, underweight, and poor appearance...problems which 
can greatly reduce a child’s capacity to succeed in life.  AHF is excited to announce that 
our very own Dr. Doug Barron jumped at the chance to visit many of our communities 
and teach kids about the benefits of dental health, because knowledge is the first line of 
defense in fighting something so preventable as tooth decay.  In all, AHF was able to 
hand out about 100 packets to the kids which contained toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
floss, and other oral health accessories.  Thank you Dr. Barron for making our Dental 
Health month programs a huge success!  

“With the children 

becoming friends, 

hopefully it will 

help their parents 

become more in-

volved in this great 

apartment commu-

nity.” 



AHF is proud to welcome Nghia Luu as the new Santa Maria Village Neighborhood 
Learning Center Moderator.  Nghia is a resident of Santa Maria and is excited to be 
working at the center.  “I want to help the residents learn more about computers, which 
can in turn help them find jobs.  I like to share tips and useful techniques with the resi-
dents.  I am also learning from them which is also rewarding.  I am definitely enjoying 
meeting and serving the residents I work with,  ” Nghia said. 

“Nghia excels at reaching out to and encouraging the residents to come and use the 
center and its resources.  He is very knowledgeable, friendly, and hardworking,” said 
JoAnn Cruz-Perez, the Director of Resident Services for  AHF. 

Nghia, his parents, and a younger brother came to the U.S. four years ago from Viet-
nam.  He plans to continue his education by starting school in June with plans to go on 
to medical school, but he will continue to work at the center in the evenings. 

Highland Oaks community in Wichita Falls is in the process of developing a Resident 
Council. Preliminary educational meetings started at the beginning of the year. Elec-
tions for leadership of the council will be held in April. The meetings started out small 
but have grown in attendance each month as residents talk to their neighbors and gain 
interest in participating in the council. The primary goal of the Resident Council is to 
foster a sense of community at Highland Oaks. It will be a place for residents to come 
together to discuss issues in the community, get to know each other, disperse informa-
tion and plan social activities. We look forward to seeing where the residents of High-
land Oaks take the Resident Council and the sense of community that will follow. 

N E W  L E A R N I N G  C E N T E R  M O D E R AT O R  

H I G HL A ND  OA K S  RES ID E NT  CO UN C IL  

ñI want to help 

the residents 

learn more about 

computers, which 

will help them 

find jobsò 

F I N AN C IA L  EMP O WE RM EN T  CLAS SES  
Ne 

Bent Creek, Creekwood Village, and Shadowridge Village communities have had the 
pleasure in the past few months of hosting Financial Empowerment courses hosted by 
the Dallas YWCA and Citigroup. The courses have been taught on-site by experienced 
volunteers with the goal of promoting economic stability among low-to moderate-
income families. The program teaches financial literacy and skills to develop effective 
savings habits and also encourages first-time banking relationships. The most exciting 
element of the workshops is the chance to apply for an Individual Development Ac-
count (IDA). All graduates of the program are eligible for this special savings account 
which offers up to $1,500 in matched funds toward a major asset purchase such as 
home ownership/repair, education or small business development. Bent Creek hosted 
the workshop during four Saturdays in January and February. Creekwood Village held 
classes in February and March. These classes were very successful and residents have 
been asking for other similar programs! Shadowridge Village looks forward to its own 
classes Tuesdays and Thursdays in April. 



Worth the Wait, a nonprofit educational organization, was formed in Pampa, Texas in 1997 to ad-
dress teen sexual activity as a public health issue.  They work with people and agencies community
-wide to promote abstinence education as well as emphasizing the idea that informed teen deci-
sion making can lead to the avoidance of  all high risk behaviors.  Recently, WTW asked Emmitt 
Smith, the nationally renowned football player and recent champion of  ABC’s Dancing with the 
Stars, to come and be the honored speaker for their “An Evening With…” lecture series.  “An 
Evening With Emmitt Smith” took place on April 3rd in Amarillo, Texas.  AHF is proud to have 
had the opportunity to have been the sponsor that flew him to Amarillo for this charitable event. 
It was definitely an evening to remember and AHF feels very fortunate that we were able to have 
helped Worth The Wait make it possible.  

E M M I T T  S M I T H  S P E A K S  A T  ñWO RT H  T H E  W A I Tò EV E N T  
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