PHOENIX SELF-SUFFICIENCY FOUNDATION

June 16, 2006

Steve Sterquell

American Housing Foundation
1800 S Washington

Amarillo, Texas 779102

Dear Mr. Sterquell:

I hope all is well at the American Housing Foundation. On behalf of the Phoenix
Foundation of the Dallas Housing Authority we are sincerely appreciative for your
philanthropic spirit in recognizing the importance of investing in our students who are
our future leaders. Your generosity will assist us in the continuance of “Shaping Minds,
Building Leaders and Molding Dreams".

If you should ever wonder if you have helped someone, Think on these things...

» Prior to our partnership, 187 students received scholarships;

Since our partnership over 300 youth have received scholarships.

»  Prior to our partnership, the CRYSTAL Award Scholarship was the only
scholarship given; Since our partnership we have been able to implement the
Phoenix Scholarship to assist students that are returning to college.

»  Prior to our partnership, we did not have a scholarship for the non-traditional
student; Since our partnership we have implemented the Phoenix Rising, which
addresses the academic needs for those students.

»  Prior to our partnership, we were not able to fully implement our
“Think College Early Program” for students that are in grades 6™, 7" & 8™

The program is designed to inform students and parents that college is possible by
exposing them to various aspects of college preparation.

At the 2006 CRYSTAL Awards Scholarship Banquet that was held Thursday,

June 1,2006, you received the top honor known as the “House Award”. When you look
at this award it should remind you of the lives that you have touched and futures that you
have embraced. Enclosed are a few letters from recipients of our various scholarships
who just wanted to express their gratitude for your generosity. I am sincerely grateful for
all that you have done to help us.

Chyre g Ros orough ' ﬁ/j/

President




6/21/06

To: Mr. Steve Sterquell
From: Diana Martinez

Dear Mr. Sterquell:

Hello my name is Diana Martinez, I am a
2005 Crystal Award Recipient now
attending El Centro College. I am also
working as a summer intern for Dallas
Housing Authority (DHA). I just wanted
to tell you that you are a very helpful
hand to Dallas Housing Authority. I also
wanted to Thank you for everything you
have given to DHA to help us students in
getting a higher education. So always
remember that we are very thankful and
grateful for having donators like you.

Sincerely Yours,

Diana Martinez




June 22, 2006

Dear Steve Sterquell:

I have been blessed to have so many wonderful people in my life that have helped to
mold me into the person that I am today. The Dallas Housing Authority (DHA) with help
from the Phoenix Self-Sufficiency Program has provided scholarships to many young
people including myself. I am thankful that DHA has a strong partnership with such a
dedicated organization that is concerned about educating the generation of tomorrow.
With the help from the Phoenix Self-Sufficiency Program I was able to attend the top
graduate school of my choice.

Working with the DHA Crystal Awards Program and interning with DHA sparked my
interest in helping others. It is a reward in itself to see how a life can be changed by the
help of others. I have been a Phoenix Self-Sufficiency recipient since 2000 and it is a
remarkable experience to have access to resources when you are in need. I am thankful
for every amount small or large that has been invested in me personally. In addition, I
would like to thank you in advance for the individuals who recently received
scholarships; thank you for supporting and believing in all of us.

In closing, your investment in me is well worth it. I hope that God allows me to be in the
position to be a blessing to others in the future and establish resourceful programs that
meet the needs of people in our communities. You are very much appreciated and I will
keep in contact with you to let you know and others know within your organization how
beneficial you are to students like me.

Sipcerely,

Shemika A. Swann

Crystal Award Recipient

Phoenix Foundation Scholarship Recipient
Graduate Student at DePaul University




June 21, 2006

Dear Mr. Steve Sterquell,

Mr. Sterquell, my name is Demetrice Brown, and I want you to know that I
had fun on the college tour. That was my first time going to a college. Ms.
Roseborough was real nice to us and the people at the school. They told me
that I could be a doctor if I want to. Thank you for helping us go. My momma
is real happy because I am in the Think College Early Program. When I go to
college, I will make her proud. Thank you so much for everything.

Love,

Derpivice §§r NN

Demetrice Brow




June 21, 2006

Dear Steve Sterquell,

Hello, my name is Jalen Brown and I go to T.L. Marsalis Elementary
School. I am a six grader and Ms. Roseborough took me and some of my
classmates on the UT College Tour. We had a lot of fun and we met a lot of
good people. When I get older, I want to go to college. I am happy to be in

the Think College Early Program. Thank you for helping us.

Sincerely,

b Ry,

Jalen Brown




June 19, 2006

Dear Mr. Steve Sterquell:

My name is Tonya L. Dorsey, and I am a single parent of two teenagers. I have recently
returned to college to further my education. Currently, I am a freshman Business
Administration major at LeTourneau University.

It is with deep gratitude that I write you a letter to thank you. Your assistance in the
implementation of Phoenix Scholarship has attributed to my success as a student. It is
because of your unselfish ties that I am able to maintain a 3.0 GPA.

Again, thank you for your assistance as I pursue my educational and career goals. I am

extremely grateful for your support.

Sincerely,

Tonga L. Donsey




Dear Mr. Sterquell,

My name is Derrick Fuller. | would first like to start off by personally thanking you
for your donations to the Dallas Housing Authority CRYSTAL Awards
Scholarship. I really had a mind of going to college but with a mother raising two
children by herself we really had many obstacles in our way; but with the help of
people like you donating to the CRYSTAL award was the motivation to me go
ahead and pursue a college education. | received the CRYSTAL award last year
and | am now a sophomore at Lon Morris College. My major is Pre-Medicine with
a minor in Theater. | really appreciate everything you do for the CRYSTAL
awards to help people like myself.

_Sincerely,

errick Fuller




Dear Mr. Steve Sterquell,

My name is Jakela Rivers and I am a former 2005 Crystal Award Scholarship
recipient. I am writing because I want to thank you for investing in my education. By
being chosen as one of your many scholarship recipients, it has helped me out a great
deal. You have helped me to pay the cost of books and tuition. You have saved me from
restless nights wondering where I would come up with money to go towards my
education. Not only me, but also so many others. Many people give up and decide not to
go to college because they are faced with the difficulties of trying to come with money,
that they know is almost seem impossible to get. You gave me hope. I want to thank
again and again because by you investing in my future, it let me know that you care.
Thanks for just caring and trusting me enough to know your money was not wasted, but

put towards a well-invested cause.

Sincerely,

PALLS

Jakela Rivers




June 21, 2006
Dear Steve Sterquell,

I am Earl Thomas, a 2002 CRYSTAL Award Scholarship recipient. This letter is
just to say thank you for your huge contributions to the Dallas Housing Authority, which
allows them to fund scholarships like the CRYSTAL Awards. Attending college is
extremely important in society today and paying for it is just as important. However,
scholarships and other financial assistance would not be possible without donors like you,
who contribute from the goodness of their heart to help those of us who are trying to
make a better life for ourselves.

Whether it is $10 or $10,000 we are appreciative of every kind of assistance we
receive. Coming from a community where violence and the drop out rates are high, it is
easy to succumb to the pressures of life. However, you, with you kind donations, make it
possible for us to have hope for a better life. Moreover, we can achieve many things
because there are those who are not only encouraging us to believe in ourselves, they
believe in us also. Your donating the funds for the scholarship further lets me know that
even though you are not visibly here and haven’t met us, you believe in us and believe in
things that we can accomplish. You prove it every time you send a donation to not only
DHA, but also other organizations. For this reason, I just want to say thank you and you

will always be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Earl Thomas




To: Steve Sterquell
From: Earlyshia Thomas
Date: June 21, 2006

Re: Great Appreciation

Dear Mr. Sterquell:

“People looked past what I am, and saw what I could become”, is the motto I live by
today. I am Earlyshia Thomas, a 2002 CRYSTAL Award and current Phoenix
Scholarship recipient. This letter is just to say THANK YOU for your generous
contributions that help fund scholarships such as the two listed above. Mr. Sterquell you
make it so much easier for organizations like the Dallas Housing Authority to assist those
of us who are trying to attain a higher education. As you may know, it is not cheap to
attend a college or university in this day. However, you make it possible, with your
liberal donations, for us to not have to concentrate on financial situations, but keep our
minds on our education.

Coming from a single parent home, with one sibling already in college and two entering
at the same time, it was difficult thinking about the expenses that were going to surface
with going to a four year university. Yet, the Dallas Housing Authority had this
scholarship called the CRYSTAL Award that assisted high school graduates with their
financial obligations at an institution of higher learning. Moreover, after your first year,
they designed the Phoenix Scholarship that continued to aid in financial responsibilities
while continuing your education. This can only happen because of contributors like
yourself who invests in our future and look past what we are and our circumstances now,
and see all of the opportunities for us to achieve greatness.

Mr. Sterquell, THANK YOU from the bottom of my heart for helping to fund the
scholarships that has helped me immensely during my journey in attaining a higher
education. Because of these scholarships it was easy to not have to worry about a
financial burden and focus on school. For this reason, I am now entering my senior year
with my sights set on graduation in May. You are greatly appreciated, not only from me,
but other CRYSTAL and Phoenix Scholarship recipients.

Thank you,

gﬂhgqﬂ\' L U:jrhowm
Earlyshrd Thomas

2002 CRYSTAL Award &
Phoenix Scholarship Recipient




